	Grammar: relative clauses


There are various ways of adding more information to a word.  Look at these examples where information is added to the word ‘company’.

A large company.





An educational software company.
 


A company that produces educational software.


A company that was recently taken over by Microsoft.


The company I work for.

Decide which of these sentences contain 


a)
relative clauses


b)
adjectives


c)
compound nouns

Look at the sentences below:

1
I quite like the story that we read in the text book.

2
He wanted his mother to buy a pair of training shoes that cost seventy pounds.

3
Nike trainers, which tend to be rather expensive, are produced at low cost in developing countries.


i)
Circle the relative pronouns and underline the relative clauses.


ii)
Identify what the relative clause relates to in each example


iii)
Which of the relative clauses contain essential information



about the subject of the clause?

Defining or non-defining? 

Underline the relative clauses and add commas where necessary.

Microsoft which was founded by Bill Gates in the 1970s is one of the world’s best-known software companies.

Electronic equipment which is made in China is often cheaper than similar products made in Japan.

Electronic equipment which these days is increasingly made in China has fallen dramatically in price over the last few years.

Production costs in Hong Kong have risen sharply over the past twenty years which has resulted in much of Hong Kong’s manufacturing business moving over the border into China.

	Answers


A large company.
adjective + noun




An educational software company.
 adjectives +  compound noun 


A company that produces educational software.  relative clause


A company that was recently taken over by Microsoft.  relative clause


The company I work for. relative clause

Look at the sentences below:

1
I quite like the story that we read in the text book.

2
He wanted his mother to buy a pair of training shoes that cost seventy pounds.
3
Nike trainers, which tend to be rather expensive, are produced at low cost in developing countries.


i)
Circle the relative pronouns and underline the relative clauses.


ii)
Identify what the relative clause relates to in each example


iii)
Which of the relative clauses contain essential information



about the subject of the clause?

Defining or non-defining? 

Underline the relative clauses and add commas where necessary.

Microsoft, which was founded by Bill Gates in the 1970s, is one of the world’s best-known software companies. Non-defining relative clause

Electronic equipment which is made in China is often cheaper than similar products made in Japan. Defining relative clause

Electronic equipment, which these days is increasingly made in China , has fallen dramatically in price over the last few years.  Non-defining relative clause

Production costs in Hong Kong have risen sharply over the past twenty years,  which has resulted in much of Hong Kong’s manufacturing business moving over the border into China.  Non-defining relative clause

