Factors affecting use of vocabulary: further examples





1	syntax


	How are the following words used in a sentence - what grammatical forms follow them?





	say


	speak


	tell





2	collocation





	I remember


	I remember distinctly


	I completely forget





3	connotation


	What, if any, are the differences between the following groups of words?





	curious, interested, inquisitive, nosey


	literate, well-read, bookish


	spontaneous, impulsive


	speculate, hypothesize, fantasize, 


	dream, dreamer, visionary


	unmoved,unsympathetic, cold-blooded





4	register


	Consider the following pairs:


	Would you be so kind as to wait?


	Half a tic and I'll be with you.





	


	I would advise you to invest in HSBC, a very safe option.


	


	What's wrong with the following?


	Do you think I might go home, Mr Chan, I'm feeling rather knackered?


	


	At a party: 'It's my great pleasure to introduce my friend, Mr Horace Rumpole'.





	Stockbroker to client: 'I'd bung a few quid on HSBC, you can't go wrong, 	mate.'





	Manager at a staff meeting: 'Please be informed that you will be required to work overtime this weekend. Thank you for you co-operation'





	








	


	








