	Mock Listening and Writing Exam 2


You are a student of English and have been studying part-time at Hong Kong University and you have just finished the Advanced Certificate course.  You have three weeks’ annual leave this summer and you are thinking of going to London to study. The reason for this is that you would like to study English in an English-speaking country, and also that you sister, Emily, is currently living in the UK – she is taking a full-time postgraduate course at London University – and she has invited you to stay with her in August. It would be a great chance to see your sister, see London and study English all at the same time.

Knowing that courses are expensive, you are keen to choose a good school that has courses that are suitable for you. You have heard that not all language schools in the UK are good. In fact, one of your friends had a bad experience in Oxford a year or two ago. The course was a complete waste of time and the teachers were absolutely hopeless. They weren’t qualified teachers at all – just undergraduate students earning some extra money in the summer holidays.

Therefore, you’ve been doing some research and you now think you have found a suitable school in London. This school is part of the First English group and was recommended by one of your friends who took a course at their school in Cambridge last year and was very impressed. She told you that in addition to good teachers, well –equipped classrooms and a friendly atmosphere, the school also had an excellent social programme, which enabled her to socialize with other students and teachers and visit some interesting places in and around Cambridge too. She also said that it was easy to practice her English as the other students in her class were all from different countries. There was only one other Chinese person in the class, so she had to speak English all the time and this was a great help.
There are some things you would like to confirm before you book a course. Firstly, you are not sure which course would be best for you. You’ve just finished the Advanced Certificate course at Hong Kong University and have been using the book Inside Out Advanced. You want to make sure that you don’t sign up for a course that uses the same book and repeats all the work you have been doing this year. You also want to be sure that the teachers are qualified and that they are native speakers. 

Your sister lives in a place called St John’s Wood and the school is in a place called Bloomsbury. You’d like to know how long it would take to get from her house to the school every day. Finally, you’d like to confirm that the other students will be of mixed nationalities so that you won’t be in a class where everyone else speaks Chinese. And finally, you’d like to confirm that there is a social programme and have some details of this.
Mock Listening and Writing Examination – Version 2 
Students' Answer Sheet
Instructions
Your tutor is going to read a passage out loud. Listen to this passage and answer the questions in the Comprehension section given below. You will hear the passage twice. Before the passage is read, you have two minutes to look at the questions. After the first reading, you have five minutes to write your answers (in full sentences unless short answers are more appropriate). The passage will then be read a final time to let you check your answers.

Comprehension - 15 marks in total (one mark for each question, except where shown)

	1.
	Which course have you been taking?  

	Marks
1


	2.
	How much time do you have to travel this summer?


	1

	3.
	Why do you want to go to London this summer?


	2

	4.
	Why is Emily in London?


	1

	5.
	In which month are you thinking of going to London?


	1

	6.
	Why did one of your friends have a bad experience at a school in Oxford?
	1

	7.
	What is the name of the language school you are thinking of applying to?


	1

	8.
	How did you hear about this school?


	1

	9.
	Why was it so easy to practice English at this school?


	1

	10
	What else did your friend particularly like about this school?


	1

	11.
	What do you want to know about the location of the school?
	1

	12.
	What do you want to know about the teachers?


	2

	13.
	Which book don’t you want to use in a summer course?

	1


Writing Task

Now write a suitable email to the school in London. Use the information from the listening comprehension task to explain your situation and make all the points that need making. 

Start at the salutation – i.e. Dear…
	Mock Listening and Writing Examination – Version 2 – Sample answers


Students' Answer Sheet
Instructions
Your tutor is going to read a passage out loud. Listen to this passage and answer the questions in the Comprehension section given below. You will hear the passage twice. Before the passage is read, you have two minutes to look at the questions. After the first reading, you have five minutes to write your answers (in full sentences unless short answers are more appropriate). The passage will then be read a final time to let you check your answers.

Comprehension - 15 marks in total (one mark for each question, except where shown)

	1.
	Which course have you been taking?  

Advanced Certificate in English at Hong Kong University.
	Marks
1


	2.
	How much time do you have to travel this summer?

Three weeks.
	1

	3.
	Why do you want to go to London this summer?

To study English and to visit your sister.
	2

	4.
	Why is Emily in London?

She is taking a postgraduate course at London University.
	1

	5.
	In which month are you thinking of going to London?

August.
	1

	6.
	Why did one of your friends have a bad experience at a school in Oxford?

The course was a waste of time and the teachers were unqualified undergraduates.
	1

	7.
	What is the name of the language school you are thinking of applying to?

First Language Group
	1

	8.
	How did you hear about this school?

A friend recommended it.
	1

	9.
	Why was it so easy to practice English at this school?

Because the students were all from different countries.

	1

	10
	What else did your friend particularly like about this school?

There was a good social programme.
	1

	11.
	What do you want to know about the location of the school?

How long it would take to get to the school from your sister’s house.
	1

	12.
	What do you want to know about the teachers?

Whether they are qualified and whether they are native speakers.
	2

	13.
	Which book don’t you want to use in a summer course?

Inside Out Advanced.
	1


Writing Task

Now write a suitable email to the school in London. Use the information from the listening comprehension task to explain your situation and make all the points that need making. 

Start at the salutation – i.e. Dear…
Dear (1) _________________,

I am writing (2) ________________________________English language summer courses in London. These (3) ________________________ by a friend in Hong Kong who took a short course last summer at your school in Cambridge. I (4) _______________your online brochure. However, there are some details (5) _________________ confirm.

Firstly, I would like to know (6) ___________________________ native speakers and (7) _______________ British or American English. I (8) _______________________ what qualifications (9) _________________. Another friend recently had a bad experience at a summer school in Oxford where the teachers were unqualified undergraduate students and were only teaching at the school as a part-time summer job.

I see from your website that the school is located in Bloomsbury. I (9) ____________________________ with my sister, who lives in St John’s Wood.  I do not know London well, and I would like to know (10) _______________________________________________ convenient and approximately how long (11) ________________________________________ from there.
For the past two years I (12) _____________________________ English language course at Hong Kong University. I (13) ___________________ finished the Advanced Certificate course using the course book Inside Out Advanced. Obviously, I do not want to cover the same work again so I (14) _______________ grateful if you (15) ___________________________ which class (16) _______________________________.

Finally, my friend (17)____________________ that your school in Cambridge (18)_______ a very good social programme with lots of visits to interesting places and opportunities to socialize with other students and teachers. She also (19) ___________ she was one of only two Chinese students in her class, so she had to speak English at all times. This is particularly important to me as I would like to get as much speaking and listening practice as possible while in the UK. 

(20) ____________________ confirm that I would be in a similar class of mixed nationalities? I do not want to be in a class where a large number of the other students are Chinese speakers. I (21) ____________________________some information about the social programme for the summer courses.

I (22) __________________________ your reply.

Yours (23) ____________________

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to enquire about your English language summer courses in London. These have been recommended to me by a friend in Hong Kong who took a short course last summer at your school in Cambridge. I have seen your online brochure. However, there are some details I would like to confirm.

Firstly, I would like to know whether all of your teachers are native speakers and whether they use British or American English. I should also like to know what qualifications your teachers have. Another friend recently had a bad experience at a summer school in Oxford where the teachers were unqualified undergraduate students and were only teaching at the school as a part-time summer job.

I see from your website that the school is located in Bloomsbury. I will be staying with my sister, who lives in St John’s Wood.  I do not know London well, and I would like to know whether this would be convenient and approximately how long it would take to get to the school from there.

For the past two years I have been taking a part-time English language course at Hong Kong University. I have just finished the Advanced Certificate course using the course book Inside Out Advanced. Obviously, I do not want to cover the same work again so I would be grateful if you could tell me which class would be most suitable.

Finally, my friend told me that your school in Cambridge had a very good social programme with lots of visits to interesting places and opportunities to socialize with other students and teachers. She also said that she was one of only two Chinese students in her class, so she had to speak English at all times. This is particularly important to me as I would like to get as much speaking and listening practice as possible while in the UK. 

Could you confirm that I would be in a similar class of mixed nationalities? I do not want to be in a class where a large number of the other students are Chinese speakers. I would also like some information about the social programme for the summer courses.

I look forward to receiving your reply.

Yours faithfully

