	Mock Listening and Writing Exam 3


You work as a manager for a company that manufactures office furniture. You have been there for over five years, and have been promoted once. However, you are now beginning to feel frustrated as there does not seem much chance of further promotion. The company is not expanding in Hong Kong and the senior members of staff at the Hong Kong office are quite young and happy in their jobs. It doesn’t look as if anyone is likely to leave. However, recently you saw an internal advertisement for staff to transfer to the Vancouver branch of the company. You have heard rumours that this is a good office to work in as there is a much better chance of promotion there.

You are young and single and you wouldn’t mind living abroad for a few years.
Your parents are elderly but in good health and you have a brother and a sister who are both married with children and settled in Hong Kong so you don’t worry about your parents being alone and lonely.

However, you are not sure about how easy it would be to live in Vancouver. You know the salary for the job advertised is 50,000 CAD a year but you have no idea whether this is good or not. For a start you are not sure what the living expenses would be in Vancouver. Would the salary allow you to live reasonably comfortably? You’ve looked on the Internet to try and get an idea of the cost of living but it is quite difficult. Rents vary considerably from one area of the city to another. Some areas seem quite cheap, but you are worried they might be dangerous. You don’t mind having to commute from home to work but you don’t want to live in a rough area.

The advertisement also says that you would have to spend some time every month at their branch in Edmonton – another city in Canada. You have looked at the map and Edmonton seems a long way from Vancouver and you’d like to know how easy it would be to get there and how long it would take.

There is one other thing you are worried about. You will have to find short-term accommodation for when you arrive until you are able to find a flat. You are worried that this might be very expensive if you have to stay in a hotel. You want to know whether there are any less expensive alternatives.

Fortunately you know someone who lives in Vancouver – your former English teacher. You took the Intermediate Certificate English course with her at HKU SPACE. You don’t know her very well and it is a few years since you have seen her. Still, you are sure she would help. 
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Instructions
Your tutor is going to read a passage out loud. Listen to this passage and answer the questions in the Comprehension section given below. You will hear the passage twice. Before the passage is read, you have two minutes to look at the questions. After the first reading, you have five minutes to write your answers (in full sentences unless short answers are more appropriate). The passage will then be read a final time to let you check your answers.

Comprehension - 15 marks in total (one mark for each question, except where shown)

	1.
	What kind of company do you work for?  


	Marks
1


	2.
	Why are you dissatisfied with your job?


	1

	3.
	Why is it unlikely that the situation will change?


	2

	4.
	Where are you considering moving to?


	1

	5
	Where did you see the job advertised?
	1

	6
	Why do you want to transfer to this office?
	1

	7.
	Why don’t you mind moving there?


	2

	8.
	What is the salary of the job that is being advertised?
	1

	9
	What do you want to know about living in the country?
	1

	10.
	Why do you want to know about the city of Edmonton?


	1

	11.
	What, in particular, do you want to know about Edmonton?


	1

	12.
	What worries you about your arrival in the country?


	1

	13
	Who might be able to help you?
	1


	10.
	Why do you want to know about the city of Edmonton?


	1

	11.
	What, in particular, do you want to know about Edmonton?


	1

	12.
	What worries you about your arrival in the country?


	1

	13
	Who might be able to help you?
	1


	Answers


	1.
	What kind of company do you work for?  

An office furniture manufacturer.

	Marks
1


	2.
	Why are you dissatisfied with your job?

Because there isn’t much chance of promotion.
	1

	3.
	Why is it unlikely that the situation will change?

The company is not expanding and the senior staff are unlikely to leave.
	2

	4.
	Where are you considering moving to?

Vancouver.
	1

	5
	Where did you see the job advertised?

It was advertised internally.
	1

	6
	Why do you want to transfer to this office?

Because there is a good chance of promotion.
	1

	7.
	Why don’t you mind moving there?

I am young and single and my brother and sister can look after my parents.
	2

	8.
	What is the salary of the job that is being advertised?

50,000 Canadian dollars.
	1

	9
	What do you want to know about living in the country?

The cost of living.
	1

	10.
	Why do you want to know about the city of Edmonton?

Because I will have to go there every month.
	1

	11.
	What, in particular, do you want to know about Edmonton?

How long it takes to get there from Vancouver.
	1

	12.
	What worries you about your arrival in the country?

Finding short-term accommodation.
	1

	13
	Who might be able to help you?

My former English teacher.
	1


Dear Kathy
I wonder if you remember me. I was your student on the Intermediate Certificate course at HKU SPACE in 2002. I do hope you are well and apologize for writing out of the blue like this but I was wondering if you could give me some advice.

I am thinking of applying for a job in Vancouver and I remember that this is your home town. As I know nothing about Canada I was hoping you could help me with a few questions. Firstly, I would like to get an idea of the cost of living. I am considering a job with a salary of CAD 50,000 per year, and wonder if this will be sufficient to support me.

I have looked at flats on the Internet but it is difficult for me to know which areas would be suitable. The company’s office is located in the downtown district of Vancouver. I do not mind commuting to work every day but I would want to live in a reasonably safe area. I wonder if you could recommend some residential districts or at least, warn me of any that would not be suitable.

I also know that I would have to travel to Edmonton every month and would like to know how difficult that would be. Have you any idea how long it takes and is it easy to find a flight or take a train there?
Finally, when I arrive I will have to find short-term accommodation until I find a flat.

Could you recommend an inexpensive hotel or have you any ideas for other kinds of accommodation.

If there is any advice you could give me it would be a great help. Thanks in advance

Doris Wong

