Some people think the government should provide old people's homes for old people to live in. Others believe it is the responsibility of families to look after their elderly members.

Discuss both of these points of view and give your own opinion.
In the past old people were usually looked after by their families. Traditional homes in the countryside were big enough to accommodate large families with many relatives living together. Furthermore, women tended to stay at home, so there was someone to look after the elderly. In modern urban society, however, life is very different.  In many countries it is necessary for both husband and wife to work, while small compact homes housing just a couple and their children are the norm. Besides the homes being cramped, there is often nobody with the time to look after old people, who these days tend to live longer and may suffer from medical conditions that require specialist care. 
As a result, the modern age has seen the rise of the old people’s home. Here skilled nurses are on hand to give professional care. What is more, old people have the chance to make friends with others of the same age and can also benefit from activities that can be arranged to entertain them. Families can visit their elderly relatives at weekends, when they feeling relaxed, rather than try to find time for them during their busy daily lives. 
Despite these advantages, old people’s homes often are often criticized. It is claimed that old people lose their dignity and self-respect when they are taken away from the family and put into an institution. Families, moreover, often feel guilty when elderly relatives move into homes, perhaps due to, a continuing belief in society that families should take care of their elderly members
In my view, there is no one answer to this question. It depends on the resources of the families and the state of health of the old people concerned. It is a good thing if old people can live with their families where this is possible - when there is sufficient space for them and when someone is available to give them the care they need. 

However, to be realistic one must accept that this is often not the case. One must also remember that old people’s homes are not the only solution. In many countries old people live in specially built small flats and receive support from professional carers. These people can visit the old people regularly and help with shopping, cleaning and the preparation of meals. Consequently the old people to retain a greater degree of independence and self-respect.
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