Just thirty years ago, people’s interaction with each other was limited to face-to-face conversations, telephone calls and letters. Since that time, new forms of interaction such as email, social networking websites, chat rooms and text messaging have come into being. Have these developments affected the types of relationships we make and has this been a good or a bad thing?
Firstly we can consider traditional relationships – those with family, colleagues, friends and so on, that were formed face-to-face. We certainly know more of the things that our friends want us to know about them these days. We can see the photographs they want us to see and read their carefully written online profiles or comments. We can also contact our friends more easily than in the past. However, whether this means we really know our friends better is debatable. In my view people are more likely to judge their friends by their actions and what they say in spontaneous conversation than by what they write on a Facebook page.
Secondly we should ask if the new types of interaction have led to a new type of relationship – online friends, for example, who you might meet through having the same hobby or interests. I think that for most people these are relatively unimportant. Although it’s interesting to meet people online, someone you meet on an Internet forum or in a chat room, perhaps from in a different part of the country or even a different part of the world, is unlikely to be at the centre of your social life. 
There can be no harm in greater communication between people, and although some people claim that spending more time communicating online may be at the expense of one’s face-to-face communication skills, I find this unpersuasive as in most cases, online communication forms only a fraction of most people’s social interaction. Furthermore, I think it is easy to overestimate the effect of new forms of interaction on the types of relationship people make. I would suggest that most relationships today are still made and maintained primarily in the world of traditional face-to-face conversation.
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Just thirty years ago, people’s interaction with each other was limited to face-to-face conversations, telephone calls and letters. 
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_________we can consider traditional relationships – those with family, colleagues, friends and so on, that were formed face-to-face. We certainly know more of the things that our friends want us to know about them these days. We can see the photographs they want us to see and read their carefully written online profiles or comments. We can _________ contact our friends more easily than in the past. ________, whether this means we really know our friends better is __________. In my _________ people are more likely to judge their friends by their actions and what they say in spontaneous conversation than by what they write on a Facebook page.
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