	IELTS Writing Task 1: types of graphical data



	Example
	Name
	Main features of example shown
	Key language

	



	
Pie chart
	
Over half of the working population is employed in agriculture.
	
Language for comparing, expressing quantity and contrasting.

	
Male and Female workers by sector, 1998.


	
Bar chart
	
There are considerably more men in all sectors except banking.
	
Language for comparing, expressing quantity and contrasting.

	
Employment in manufacturing. Hong Kong and USA.


	
Graph / line graph
	
The number of people employed in manufacturing decreased significantly in both Hong Kong and the USA.

In the USA it fell steadily until around 2000 and then more sharply. In Hong Kong there was a sharp decrease until around 1995, and a more gradual fall since then.
	
Language for comparing, contrasting, expressing quantity and describing graphs (fall, rise, fluctuate etc.), time expressions (from, during, to, since etc.)

		
	Listening
	Reading
	Writing
	Speaking
	Overall

	France
	6.73
	7.00
	6.12
	6.43
	6.63

	Germany
	7.36
	7.19
	6.59
	7.24
	7.16

	HK
	6.65
	6.64
	5.77
	5.93
	6.31

	Japan
	5.89
	5.86
	5.35
	5.80
	5.79

	Thailand
	5.84
	5.80
	5.29
	5.67
	5.71




IELTS scores by country 2009.
	
Table
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scores for Europe are generally slightly higher than for Asia. Students in both areas tended to get lower grades for the writing part of the test and rather higher grades for listening and reading.   
	
Language for comparing, expressing quantity and contrasting.




Working population by sector	Agriculture	Transport	Manufacturing	Banking and finance	6.2	3.2	1.4	1.2	
Male	Agriculture	Transport	Manufacturing	Banking 	74	60	80	30	Female	Agriculture	Transport	Manufacturing	Banking 	26	40	20	70	

USA	1985	1990	1995	2000	2005	2010	60	56	50	45	30	15	Hong Kong	1985	1990	1995	2000	2005	2010	65	45	30	25	23	20	
