
 

 

  

Since I was a small 
child… 
 
 
 
 

For most of my life… 
 
 
 
 

By the time I’m 70… 
 
 
 
 

This time tomorrow… 
 
 
 
 

This time next week… 
 
 
 
 

Yesterday evening… 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently… 
 
 
 
 
 

By the end of today… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…today. 
 
 
 
 

…this year. 
 
 
 
 
 

…since I got up this 
morning. 
 
 
 
 
 

By the time I was 16… 
 
 
 
 

By the end of this 
week… 
 
 
 
 
 

As soon as I get home 
today… 
 
 
 
 
 

When I left school… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’ve never… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For as long as I can 
remember… 
 
 
 

…for the past few 
days. 
 
 

While I was having 
breakfast this 
morning… 
 
 
 

By the time I was 
five… 
 
 
 
 
 

…since last lesson. 
 
 
 

As soon as I get to 
work, I usually 
 
 
… 
 
 

The last time I went 
abroad… 
 
 
 
 
 

The last time I went 
shopping… 
 
 

Since starting my 
present job… 
 
 
 
 
 

As I was going to work 
today… 
 
 
 

Until I started this 
course… 
 
 
 
 
 

I….. ….yet. 
 
 

I have… / I have 

been… 
I have… / I have 

been… 
I will have… I will be…/ I will 

have… 

I will be…/ I will 
have… 

I (past simple)… I have… / I have 

been… 
I will have… 

I have… / I have 

been… 
I have… / I have 

been… 

I have… / I have 

been… 
I had… 

I will have… I’m going to… I (past simple) / I 
had… 

(present perfect) 

I have (present 
perfect) 

I have… / I have 

been… 

(past simple) I had… 

I have… / I have 

been… 

(present simple) (past simple) (past simple) 

I have… / I have 

been… 
(past simple) I had not… (present perfect 

simple) 



Possible answers 

 

Since I was a small 
child… 
 
…I have wanted to go to 
South America. 

For most of my life… 
 
…I have lived in the 
same town. 

By the time I’m 70… 
 
…I expect I will have 
retired. 

This time tomorrow… 
 
…I will be watching TV. 

This time next week… 
 
…I will be sitting on the 
beach in Thailand. 

Yesterday evening… 
 
…I went to the cinema. 
 

Recently… 
 
…I have been very busy 
at work. 

By the end of today… 
 
…I will have worked for 8 
hours. 

…today. 
 
I have written two 
reports today…. 

…this year. 
 
…I have been abroad 
twice this year. 

…since I got up this 
morning. 
 
I have felt tired since I 
got up this morning… 
 

By the time I was 16… 
 
…I had been to three 
countries. 
 

By the end of this 
week… 
 
…I will have finished the 
project I’m working on. 

As soon as I get home 
today… 
 
…I’m going to have a 
cool shower. 
 
 

When I left school… 
 
…I found a job with an 
insurance company. 

I’ve never… 
 
…been to Australia. 
 

For as long as I can 
remember… 
 
…I have been interested 
in wildlife. 

…for the past few 
days. 
 
I’ve been reading The 
Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo…  

While I was having 
breakfast this 
morning… 
…my brother told me 
about his new job. 

By the time I was 
five… 
 
…I could speak and write 
/ I had learned to speak 
and write. 

…since last lesson. 
 
I haven’t studied 
English… 

As soon as I get to 
work, I usually 
 
…make myself a cup of 
coffee. 

The last time I went 
abroad… 
 
…was two years ago. 

The last time I went 
shopping… 
…I bought a pair of 
shoes.  

Since starting my 
present job… 
 
…I’ve learned how to use 
PowerPoint. 

As I was going to work 
today… 
 
…I saw an old man 
begging. 

Until I started this 
course… 
 
I had never studied 
modal auxiliary verbs. 

I….. ….yet. 
 
…haven’t had dinner… 
 
 


