Approximation – numbers, ages, times etc.
	Expression
	General
	Ages
	Time (o'clock)
	Time periods
	Prices

	Less than <

	coming up to…
	
	√
	√
(present time only)
	
	

	getting on for
	
	√
	√
	
	

	anything up to …
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	just under …
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	very nearly …
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	About +/-

	-ish
	
	√
	√
	
	

	around …
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	roughly …
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	something in the region of … 
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	something like …
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	some …
	√
	
	
	
	

	More than >

	…or so 
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	… odd 
	√
	√
	
	
	√

	… something
	
	√
	
	
	√

	over …
	√
	√
	
	√
	√

	upwards of …
	√
	
	
	√
	√


The table indicates the approximation expressions that are most commonly used in these situations. However, other combinations are sometimes possible.

