Language and Function 

Below are some common functions of English:

Opening



Response

making an offer

->
accepting/refusing

asking for permission

->
accepting/refusing

giving bad news

->
showing sympathy

asking for an opinion

->
giving an opinion

making a request for help
->
agreeing/refusing

complaining


->
apologizing/explaining

making arrangements

->
making arrangements

giving thanks


->
responding to thanks

inviting


->
accepting/refusing

Which of the above functions do the following examples illustrate?

1
Fancy going for a beer?

2
Would it be alright if I borrowed the car tonight?

3
Shall we say nine-ish, then?

4
What do you think of the new timetable?

5
Not at all.

6
I've just about had enough.

Now match the questions 1 – 3  above with possible  replies from the list below

a.
Yeah. Can’t see why not.

b.
I can't really – I’ve got to finish this.

c.
Sounds fine.

d.
I don’t fancy.

e.
No it wouldn’t.

f.
Yes, we will.

About time too!
Sure, go ahead.

By all means.
That’s that sorted then.

Go for  it!
It can't be helped.

I'm easy.
Serves you right!

Sure, go ahead.
You can say that again

[friends]

‘So, we’ll pick Peter up at your place at 8 and then go straight to the party.’

‘Yes, I think that’s the best thing.’

‘________________________________.’

[friends/colleagues]

‘God, my head’s killing me.’

‘Went to Andy’s party, did you?’

‘Yes, I’m afraid so. Must have drunk three bottles of wine.’

‘_______________________________ !’

[colleagues]

‘Do you mind if I use your computer for a minute?’

‘_____________ ______________.’ (Two of the phrases can go here)

‘Thanks.’


[couple]

‘I’m going to put those pictures up this afternoon.’

‘_____________________ ! You’ve been talking about it since Christmas!’

[friends]

I'm thinking of doing the marathon next year.

Brilliant idea! _________________ !

[in a restaurant]


Red or white?

__________________ .


[friends]


Are you coming to our party?


I can't, I'm afraid. I've got to work late.


Oh what a pain!


Yeah. Still. _____________________ .


[colleagues in room where the temperature is 30 degrees]


It's a bit warm in here, isn't it?


_________________________ !

