Ellipsis in conversation
1 Dialogue about a journey without ellipsis (unnatural)
Did you have a good journey?

No, I didn’t really. The plane was packed out.
I’m not surprised. It is always packed out around Christmas.

Yes, I suppose it is always packed out around Christmas. I was stuck right in the middle row.
Oh, you were in the middle row.
Yes. I couldn't stretch my legs and I couldn't get to sleep.
Oh dear. I know what it's like
I could have done with a few hours’ kip
I bet you could have done with a few hours’ kip. Ah well, you can catch up now.
Yes, I think I will catch up now.
2 The same dialogue made more natural through ellipsis

Good journey?

Not really. Plane was packed out.

I’m not surprised. It always is around Christmas.

Yeah, suppose so. I was stuck right in the middle row.

Oh, were you?
Yeah. Couldn’t stretch my legs... couldn’t get to sleep...

Oh dear. I know what it’s like.

Could have done with a few hours’ kip.

I bet you could. Ah well, you can catch up now.

Yeah, I think I will. 

3 Split version of the dialogue with ellipsis for students to practise
A

Good journey?

I bet you could. Ah well, you can catch up now.

I’m not surprised. It always is around Christmas.

Oh dear. I know what it’s like.

Oh, were you?

B

Could have done with a few hours’ kip.

Not really. Plane was packed out.

Yeah, I think I will. 

Yeah, suppose so. I was stuck right in the middle row.

Yeah. Couldn’t stretch my legs... couldn’t get to sleep.
